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9 May 2009

Creativity and Innovation in the spotlight
during EU open door day

This year, the European institutions in Brussels opened their doors
to the public for the Festival of Europe on Europe Day. More than 30
000 visitors got a chance to see what the EU does for them and debate
European issues with those who deal with them every day. To mark the
European Year for Creativity and Innovation 2009 young and old were
invited to explore their creative side in an action painting space set
up for the event. The paintings and messages thus created by visitors
survived the day and were on exhibition at several of the Commission's
buildings in Brussels during the summer.
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Going abroad to learn —
more opportunities for young people

How to boost the opportunities for young people in Europe to develop
their skills and knowledge by going abroad? The European Commission
has published a Green Paper on "Promoting the learning mobility of
young people" in a bid to consult the public on this question. Spending
a period in another country for studying, learning, work experience
or volunteering is not only a plus for one's personal development - it
can also help young people find jobs later on. The EU has a long track
record of supporting young people through various programmes and
initiatives. But at less than 1% of all young people in Europe going
abroad still remains the exception rather than the rule.
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¢ Erasmus reaches the 2 million students mark

New figures on the EU's Erasmus programme suggest that by mid
2009 participation has exceeded the mark of 2 million students.
According to the latest detailed figures more than 182 000 European
students and 27 000 academics went abroad for studies, placements
or teaching in the academic year 2007/2008 with the support of the
programme. New opportunities o ered by Erasmus include work
placements — which around 20 000 students did — and training abroad
for university sta . Student exchanges with Erasmus, counting both
studies and placements abroad, grew by 5.2 % compared to 2006/07,
while the increase for study mobility alone was of 2.1 %. The countries
sending most Erasmus students as a share of their student population
were Liechtenstein, Austria, the Czech Republic and Spain.

In absolute terms, Germany was the country with the highest number of
outgoing students, followed by Spain, France and Italy. As in previous
years, Spain remained the most popular destination for Erasmus
students, with France in second place, followed by Germany and the
United Kingdom.
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New education report: longer schooling, fewer pupils
and teachers in Europe

A new report presented by the European Commission in July 2009
identifies both major positive trends and serious challenges for
education systems across Europe. Positive news include: the increasing
enrolment of 4-year olds in pre-school education, a significant rise
in the numbers of students in higher education and a general trend
towards longer periods of compulsory schooling. Demographic change,
on the other hand, is a major challenge according to the report, since
it means both fewer children of school age in Europe and teacher
retirement on a very large scale in many countries in the near future.
'Key Data on Education in Europe' 2009, which was produced by the
Eurydice Network, also states a universal trend to greater autonomy of

schools in Europe.
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Twelve European authors were awarded with the 2009 European Union
Prize for Literature. The awards were handed out by the President
of the European Commission, José Manuel Barroso, the European
Commissioner for Education, Training, Culture and Youth, Jan Figel’,
and the patron of the prize, Swedish author Henning Mankell in a
ceremony in Brussels.

The Prize consists of an award to one talent from each of the countries
selected to participate in a particular year. The 12 countries selected
for the 2009 Awards were Austria, Croatia, France, Hungary, Ireland,
Italy, Lithuania, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia and Sweden.
The European Union Prize for Literature is co-financed by the EU's
Culture Programme and by a consortium composed of the European
Booksellers Federation (EBF), the European Writers' Council (EWC) and
the Federation of European Publishers (FEP).

Umed in Sweden and Riga in Latvia will be the European Capitals
of Culture in 2014. Being a European capital of culture is a golden
opportunity to promote two distinct cities and towns every year as
well as to show o Europe’s cultural richness and diversity. Following
a previous decision Sweden and Latvia are the two EU Member States
eligible to showcase a European Capital of Culture in 2014. The two
cities were recommended on the basis of a two-round selection process
by international juries.
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Find more information on our website

Directorate-General for Education and Culture: http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/education_culture/index_en.html
Education & Training: http://ec.europa.eu/education

EIT: http://ec.europa.eu/education/policies/educ/eit/index_en.html
Erasmus: http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/Illp/erasmus
Erasmus Mundus: http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/mundus
Culture: http://ec.europa.eu/culture/eac/index_en.html

Culture portal: http://ec.europa.eu/culture/portal/index_en.htm
Multilingualism: http://ec.europa.eu/languages

Sport: http://ec.europa.eu/sport

Citizenship: http://ec.europa.eu/citizenship

Youth: http://ec.europa.eu/youth

Youth portal: http://europa.eu/youth/

Visit the European year

of creativity and innovation website
Answer the "Creativity Quiz" and
win a 1 giga USB key

O http://create2009.europa.eu/creativityquiz

Subscribe to The Magazine
The Magazine provides a periodical survey of education and culture issues in Europe with in-depth articles and reports
on EU policies in the fields of education, training, youth, culture, languages, sport and civil society.

It is available in German, English, Spanish, French, Italian and Polish.

To subscribe see:
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/education_culture/publ/mag_en.html

Do you need further copies of The Magazine?
Order them from eac-info@ec.europa.eu
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